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September 29, 2022
Statement for the Record o f United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma Chief
Joe Bunch concerning the Oversight Hearing ?Examining Oklahoma v. Castro-Huerta: The
Implications of the Supreme Court?s Ruling on Tribal Sovereignty? held before the House

Natural Resources Committee?s Subcommittee for Indigenous Peoples of the United States.

C h a i r w o m a n L e g e r Fernandez, R a n k i n g M e m b e r Oberno l t e , a n d h o n o r a b l e m e m b e r s o f t h e

S u b c o m m i t t e e , on b e h a l f o f t h e U n i t e d K e e t o o w a h B a n d o f C h e r o k e e I n d i a n s in O k l a h o m a , I

t h a n k y o u f o r th is o p p o r t u n i t y to s u b m i t t h i s s t a t e m e n t f o r t h e r e c o r d i n t h e S u b c o m m i t t e e ? s

S e p t e m b e r 20, 2022 h e a r i n g r e g a r d i n g the recent S u p r e m e C o u r t dec i s i on i n O k l a h o m a v.

Cas t ro -Hue r t a . 7

T h e U n i t e d K e e t o o w a h Band o f C h e r o k e e I n d i a n s i n O k l a h o m a , a f e d e r a l l y r e c o g n i z e d T r i b e

l o c a t e d o n the C h e r o k e e Reserva t ion in O k l a h o m a , is a successor - in - in te res t t o t h e h i s t o r i c

C h e r o k e e N a t i o n , t h e b o d y p o l i t i c w h o entered i n t o t h e t rea t ies e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e O k l a h o m a

C h e r o k e e Reserva t ion and aceu rd ing l y , possesses j u r i s d i c t i o n on t h e C h e r o k e e R e s e r v a t i o n in

O k l a h o m a . W h i l e the Subeos . .m i t i ee rece ived t e s t i m o n y f r o m Sara H i l l , A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l o f

the C h e r o k e e N a t i o n o f O k l a h o r s . , » e g a r d i n g the i m p a c t s o f M c G i r t v. O k l a h o m a , ? the

S u b c o m m i t t e e m u s t be aware t h a i t e C h e r o k e e Reserva t ion in O k l a h o m a b e l o n g s n o t o n l y t o

the C h e r o k e e N a t i o n o f Ok lah iorna l u i a lso e q u a l l y t o the U n i t e d K e e t o o w a h B a n d o f

C h e r o k e e I n d i a n s in O k l a h o m a W h i j e w e do n o t d isagree w i t h Ms. Hil l?s t e s t i m o n y r e g a r d i n g

t h e p l i g h t o f t r i ba l l a w e n f o r c e m e n t and j u d i c i a l p r o g r a m s o n the C h e r o k e e R e s e r v a t i o n

r e s u l t i n g f r o m M c G i r t and C a s t r o - H u e r t a a n d w h i l e w e do n o t d isagree t h a t l e g i s l a t i o n is

necessa ry t o res to re a n d p r o t e c t t r i b a l s o v e r e i g n t y o f a l l T r i bes , we assert t h a t any l e g i s l a t i o n

m u s t be de l i be ra te and recogn ize a n d respect t h e t r i b a l s o v e r e i g n t y o f t h e U n i t e d K e e t o o w a h

B a n d o f C h e r o k e e I n d i a n s i n O k l a h o m a a n d m u s t n o t d i m i n i s h o r i m p a i r o u r i n h e r e n t

a u t h o r i t y o n t h e C h e r o k e e R e s e r v a t i o n i n O k l a h o m a .

Addit ional ly, as a Tribe who is affected and impacted by the M c G i r t and Castro-Huerta

decisions, it is imperat ive that the Uni ted Keetoowah Band o f Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma

be adequately included in the Bureau o f Indian Affairs? dist r ibut ion o f the $62m enacted

fund ing fo r such affected and impacted Tribes.

Ch oe B u n c h


